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Schools

____ _____ ___
said Superintendent Bruce Thomp- Woodside School Foundation and bors of the school objected last

son. Some longtime residents dont treasurer of the Measure cam- month to the proposed plans that We have the perfect gifts for the

want the community to change paign looks at the bond measures would place the classroom wing 40 bride groom mom dad grads

they dont like the new wealth in defeat philosophically. The real feet from theirproperty. Discussions

the community and what new challenge was how to get informa- with the Ericksons school board .. ... .....
homeowners do to their homes he tion out about the districts need for members and Councilman William 700 Santa Cruz Ave. Menlo Park 322-8844

said. the bond measure he said. McSherry were held but apparently wi Tues. Fri. to Wod Thurs to Sat. to 53OSwi. to

The overwhelming defeat in town Although there were number werent satisfactory to the Erick

of proposed road tax last Septem- of forums people didnt come he sons. ____________________________________________________________

ber he said reflected an underlying said. The arguments for the bond The lener that was circulated to

feeling of residents that they don measure didn register with enough friends and neighbors and signed by

want the community to change. people he added. the Ericksons and 22 other Wood- ..

LT
Woodside School has had major The cost to property owners side residents stated that they fuliy 9R

changes with enrollment doubling in $55 per $100000 ofassessed valua- supported quality education for

the past decade. The districts com- tion is significant for some peo-
Woodside children but objected to

mitment to small classes of 20 stu- pie he said. The bond measure was the proposed plans because of tile
Coioied Stones Fine Watches

dents or fewer top priority for an opportunity for people to vote size and location of the buildings

parents and teachers creates need against more taxes. and adverse impact on the school
261 Ave. 320 Palo Alto 650-322-1200

for more classrooms and facilities. Some questioned why the election grounds neighbors property and ___________________________________________________

Only about 400 of the districts was scheduled day before the the scenic Woodside Road corridor.

______________
2327 registered voters are school April 15 income tax deadline when The letter urged others to vote no on

parents said Mr Thompson. He people are having to write checks to the bond issue.

suggested the school district reach pay their taxes. Woodside didnt After the election Ernie and Lyn

out to the community and bring peo- have control over the date. The es- Erickson told the Almanac We 5000 sq.ft.
Filled With Period Furnishings Paintings Prints Rugs

pie together to solve some of the tablished election date is the second earnestly hope we and other resi- Collectibles Out-of-P mt Books Silver etc. .. Plus Custom Framing
schools infrasiructure problems that Tuesday ofApril in each even-num- dents of the Woodside community Ewry SAT SUN MON WED 9-4PM 650328-1405 VISA/MC
wont go away without new build- bered year according to the election will be able to work together with Free Frames with all Paintings Bargain Prices for Public Dealers

ifldIevaJoformer school

code.

Neighbors mitteetodevelopasolutionthatwill
2O% OF Ath Ad Also BULK DISCOUNTS

board trustee past president of the Ernie and Lyn Erickson neigh- Continued on Page
lOiS OBrien Menlo Park OffWilkiw Rd. BIks E. of 101

TheRangeRover
is timeless.

This $795-a-month offer however ends April 31

_______________ 9rrcn
I-LhLL

bib iaer
..

goodbye

ii.zor

The hair removal process

that has
everyone talking

...

SoftlightlM Hair Removal system

Patented laser based
process

erases hair quicky and gently

with lasting results 36 months THERE one thing besides

Call today for complimentary 795 first month payment
Rtflge Rover that per-

consultation $2995 down payment
forms extraordinarily well

Let our climate controlled facility PROTECT YOUR FUR
security deposit

over time. Our $795-a-

seheduledmaintenance month lease. It offers free
or precious fiber coat from warm-weather hazards. In

$3790 due at signing
scheduledmaintenance for addition to storage we also offer cleaning glazing and repair

mstance And consider the
services each iflV iluible to the life of your investment

amenities that make ordinary road trips unusally lavish.

And now through the end of May receive double InCircle
Heated front seats. Supple leather. 300-watt 12-speaker

brou ht to ou
audio system. But what about the Range Rovers practical points on storage and cleaning.

side It boasts an immensely rugged steel chassis prodi

Robert M. Lowen M.D. gious permanent four-wheel drive system and electronic
If your old fur could use new look make plans to attend

Diplomate Am. Brd. air suspension. So why not come in for test drive Please

of Plastic Surgery do so before April 30. As they say timing is everything.
our Restyle Clinic April 30 and May in the Fur Salon

FelowAm.Societyforiasers _______ _______________
at NM Union Square. Call 415 362-3900 ext. 2075 by

in Medicine and Surgery
.. April 24 to schedule an appointment.

grn r7tt Ii iuii1
IhJu-JuJ- RANGE ROVER

Always use your seutbclL. S1ifairhugs 440 CaivenIion Way 650 569-4717

alone lo not pnvik- snfflcknt prnfcctum. JUSt Mest oI the 101 FWY

OO-888-7474
Ofered by land Rer Redv.vod ioquatfied esees in conjvncfion wi iond Rover Finandd Services

unit of BMW Finandol SeMce f. Inc.. Monthly payrnenb based on 36 moh dosed end hose for

305 South Drive 998 Range Rover 4.0 SE. MSRP $56725 oduding desnoon chorge C.op coi $53680. Tobi

monthly ease poyment $28637.28. AcquiIion lee 48O. tee reponsibfe for toies reistmtion/he

Mountain View and liceroc fees moinsenonce reair excess wear and iea inurance and any opHcn plus on

mikoge charge of 20 cents mh for each mile over 1OfXO miles
per yor. Purchase opori at matu

enhanced-you corn rir $35673.75 opplicobie tax. $350 termination fee If vehide not purchad.
Loue doeu not

ocqure ownenip rightu unless the purchase option
is exercised. Othercondilionu moyopcfy. Land Rover WWW netmonmorcus .com

Certified SoftlightlM Physician eood
Gsiorciiotion

mroInctcosi. 30. i98. Subject to ovoil

obIdr See nd RoverRedwood CdyfordeiaIs. STANFORD CENTER 650.329.3300 UNiON SQUARE 415 362 3900

FOR STORE EVENTS CALL TOLL-FREE 1.888 NM EVENTS
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Stephanie Tran of Hoover School Palo Alto leaves

Sunset headquarters after tour ofthe gardens.

...

Photos by

Carol ve

Editor RosFL MLItk \iV ight and CEO Steve Seabolt are at the helm ofSunset wF

the of

the

Sunset staff member Yvonne Dameie shows second-graders at Hoover School in Palo Alto

an adobe oven during recent tour ofSunsets gardens.

By RENEE DEAL maga7ine reader. according to magazine would become faceless Sicc Scho1t CEO since climate geography and spirit of

readership surveys and research and unfocused without the carly 9-. says 997 was the West.

there such thing as done over the years. guidance of the Lanes who Suimet not profitable year he Lanes absolutely struck

western niinclset Sunset written specifically for owned it since 928. ever. It orobably wont he for upon winning editorial br
Ask the top iianaers at residents of the westernmost If circulation and newsstand long. hovevci 998 is expected mula says Mr. Seabolt.

Sunset magaline The region of the country ha statistics can be trusted to tell bo be sini1icant1y more prof In addition to the four areas of

Maga7ine of Western Living undergone several ownership the story. the fears were tin- table yet. he adds. focus the Lanes also struck

that question and theyll follow changes since its founding 00 founded. Paid circulation. at upon the idea of loning the

up their response definite1y years ago. Those now at its helm .425 million is higher than Ted and trte fornuUa magazine with five different

with quick list independent say the magazines continuing ever and newsstand sales arc up Stiisct leaders say key to the
editiOns. ZOning allows the

minded casual vi1ling to take recognition of the unique spirit 997 figures are 33 percent 998 maga/ine to tailor its content to

risks interested in self-improve of the West has ensured its higher than 96 ad are the tliesaiiie as it was in 988
the specific climates and points

ment. and open to new ideas and enduring success. even as it highest in 20 years boosting til 958. 48 .nd 38 for that
of interest of each zones area of

ways of doing things. changed hands in 1990 from the readership to an all-time high of
iattcr. lhat is the cornerstones coverage.

Throw iii few other dc local Lane family to corporate million. Sunset reports. The
lctts continue to be those

BUt staying with the winning

ment such as home-ownership giant Time Warner. Ilgures become more impressive cstablisliecl by the Lanes frmarrived at decades ago

and above-average income. and When that change occurred when considering that the
iicleniii. ccking. travel and

doesnt mean Sunset magazine is

youve got fairly credible there was the usual hand magazine circulates in only
home-iniprovuneni with

the same in 1998 as it was in

profile of the typical Sunset wringing fear that the states. iilriutiii tal lured to reflect the 988. Iii keeping up
with ever

1-I I-/z lfll1flIC .4iiiI 22 995



unSet the first 92 years

three ownerships Sunset grew from promoting
..

railroads and real estate to becoming the

voice of western living

fARiON SOFTKY Sunset never missed an issue. Even when the

great fire following the 1906 earthquake de

/7
hen the promoters at the Southern Pa stroyed it buildings as the May issue was on the

\\

cilic Railroad devoted their new mag presses.
the pubflshers managed to get out

\_ a/inc to publicity for the attractions small four page emergency edition which Con

ai-Ri advantages of the Western Empire. they cluded Rapidly the city becoming beehive

prlabIY hadnt notion just how prophetic they of activity. and crc long the imperishable spirit of

-.

.-
\VC1.C.

San Francisco clothed anew. i11 invite you

ne hundred years after the slim 6page within the gates of new and greater metropolis

.-
flLtLiflC appeared in May 898. the West is in of the Pa

IL_U Lalpire with ditorni the sLventh LiIIC

.. iwet economy in the vorld. And Sunset eon- By 914.

L1uUCS shaping force in the lifestyles of mu- Sunset had tj
h3i1 ol \\LtLrnu fiLl thi._

utiicuiPacificcoukIharclly haveforeseenhow founders

ip
___________

L1IUI we eail toit_cii toCk4_t to ir on the cv
1litLI Ill cvery l-loI1-K_ and inst on conununi ol Voi Id

tI000d the globL Vi ucIhtc md thL In WijI who

Yet the .200 Sunsets issued since VoL No. as literary

track grovth in the \Vest froni the Gold Rush in journal.

had its most ptofitable year ever in 997.
the Kioudike through two world wars the Great While they continued promoting the West now

Depression and the extraordinary California pop- thriving with the spread of the automobile they

latifl 100111 since World War II. to the eve of also introduced political commentary and works

he mifleimium. by growing group of western artists.

Sunset is also one ofthe oldest continually pub- Distinguished commentators such as former

changing times Mr. Seabolt and health-conciou tecipc i. lishcd magaiines in the country notes Bill Lane Stanford President David Starr Jordan Herbert

Rosalie Muller Wright editor Thanksgiving holiday enrlain of the Lane family who built the present Maga Hoover isolationist Senator William Borah aI
in-chief since 996 and other ing and feasting including ine of Western Living through 62 years

from ifornia Senator 1-liram Johnson naturalist Aldo

top nianagers are constantly re Quick Cook column vith Y2l to 991. Leopold and local author Gertrude Atherton

evaluating the needs and appetizers that can be hip1ed In centennial history of Sunset being pub sounded off in its pages.

interests of readers and making up in 30 minutes an article on Ikhed by Stanford. Tomas Jaehn writes With vi The magazine now published by Woodhead

adjustments when called for. smart pOts that water them ion and tenacity with fine sense for Field and Co. also stressed the culture of the

Ms. Wright says. selves for the busy and/or vesterin and with luck they developed West featuring such well-known writers as Jack

The changes Mr. Seabolt distracted container gardener niaga/ine that not only chronicled the tastes and London Mary Austin Will James. Erie Stanley

notes are evolutionary not and. in the Northern Califoriiia li1estyl of the Wests more affluent society but Gardner Dashiell J-lammett and Zane Gray.

revolutionary. And evolution edition information on quick at times even defined those tastes. But wisdom and culture were not enough to

being what it is inevitable getaways to enjoy hikiii in pay the bills after the railroad withdrew its big

the stall tries to stay ahead in Sonoma County horseback The first 30 years bank account and Sunset was near bankruptcy in

the competitive vorld of riciin in Lo Gatos. jai in Lile
cover ol the first issue of Sunset portrayed

928. At this point the floundering journal was

rnaga7ines by keeping an eye on East Bay and low-cost llin 11 setting beyond pristine and bridgeless
rescued by young middle-westerner named

societal changes and linger on in San Francisco. Gate. inside like many Sunsets over the
Laurence W. Lane who bought it lock stock. and

the pulse of readers.. ensuine century it featured the beauties of
red-ink barrel said his son Bill.

We are always trying to The West From then until they sold Sunset in 1990

anticipate how \vestern lives are At tle heln of today itiei Larry and Ruth Lanes sons Bill and Mel were

changing Mr. Seabolt says. tire true believers in the phit of part of the Sunset enterprise. Armed with old

thriving letters-to-the-editor tle West both transplanted
magazines posters and memories they share

forum surveys and focus
groups coiierts.

their personal experiences from the time their

help SunLt stall st ty In1oII1Ld CEO Seabolt ud in IiLiiu parents bought Sunset br $65 000 in 1928 until

ibout wh it iLadLr tnt to o....

Chit CO lireel Ioi t\\ di -i their sons sold it 62 yeai later to Tmie jiner

in tlM_ magazinu lys uiy Jo cult t_ us in uhuib in
foi $225 million

Bowling cimiiiuOhL itions York uid he tdLd \k1LL ji

manager. We have really graduate school in Ai i/ona
Z- ThC Lane era Depression through war

close relationship with our From there the westward When he discovered Sunset Larry Lane was

readers.
migration continued Soutliemn seitite and the High Sierra. advertising director of Better 1-lomes and Gardens

The effort to meet changing Califoi-nia then the Bv \rca. Nmned ifter the Southern Pacifics crick train maiine 1-us wife Ruth was home economist

nLcd has ILd to molL Linphasis 1e observes that the \vecrn the unset Limited the new magazine promoted and avid gardener They lived in Des Moines

on nie hLalthlul less time of thinking of liiiii. is not travel and investment in the West where the rail Iowa.

consuming recipes
articles

excliisie to the nativebori. oal v11Cd three cross-country rail lines and Traveling around the country he realized the

about low-maintenance garden- Fellow converts arc people arnie than 20 milLion acres of land suitable for West was very different and needed its own

ing and weekend getavavs for like myself who leli mining larming industry and development. voice Mel Lane says of his father.

readers whose busy lives leave
family and friends to sceI Paue 01 the first issue invited the world to From its first issues the new Sunset dropped its

little time for travel and garden- better life Mr. Seabolt ay come 10 San Francisco tpresumably by Southern efforts in politics and culture and focused pri

ing and new editolial design hey are people who looked Pacific as jumping off place to tap the enor manly on families. It emphasized four areas

to reflect the West ol the late
longingly to the WesC for molis wealth 6f the wonderful goldbearing

1990s. change and perhaps ad\ cntuic. Kionclike.
Iontinued on next page

For example the November

997 issue featured time saving Continued rn agc
April 22. 1998 7Iz AlW1Zll 1.





EIV L1ftJ

V. Ecole Internationate de Ia PØninsule Sunset the first 92 years
_______i1 FR CT Continued from previous page were exploding as they were brought friends and out-of-town

c___ Academic bilingua/program in French
building gardening travel and all over California with the visitors to peer into the kitchens

....

and English set in multicultural
cooking. It was written for people flood of new immigrants wanting and stroll through the gardens.

envronment
in the West not Just about them to enjoy thi. icmptIng western life There was time when 75 000

Pre kindergarten to 8th
it didn even sell subscrip promoted by ht. niagazine people year took the Sunset tour

After srhool program ofclasses/ tions in the East After lo ing at Lveral loca- Although the Lane brothers of
day care The

magazine continued to fea tions in the
iy

Area Hills- ten changed roles Bill concen

June22 August 14 ture womens interests Bill notes borough wouldnt have us. says trated primarily on the magazine
that his father brought in two Mel they ettled on Menlo while Mel took care of Sunset

FreachsumnwrDayCampLeamFrenchandflaveFun
women from Better Homes and Park. Sunset wa one of the first Books plus managing operations.Ciinese Summer Day Gmip Learn Masukirm Cunese andHave tent

Gardens Lou Richardson and
Art science computer RE. cooking andmore. Both camps for Genevieve Callahan as co-edi

children to 10 years old. Weekly registration. tors. But Sunset wasn just for
Ca Hayat Saba at650 3213-2338

women he emphasizes. It was

for men and women and familiesCHINESE SECHON
primarily forfamilies whoowned

l1 their own homes.

Academic bilingual program in Chinese Less than
year after the first

Mandarin and English set in Lane issue the country and

multicultural environment Sunset with it was hit by the

Kindergarten to 2nd Great Depression. It was diffi

After-school program of cult time but Sunset weathered it

classes/day care and managed to increase circula

tion. The first profit was in 19383233 Cowper St. Palo Alto CA 94306
Bill says and the debt was finallyFor more nformaUon call650 328-2338
eliminated in 1952.

Non-discriminatory admission policy

He credits five policies for Sun-

sets success Different editions

for central southwest and north-

west regions to focus on differing

western climates selling sub-

scriptions through charge accounts

with leading department stores

selective advertising that excluded

.. tobacco and liquor and later some

..
toxic pesticides writing entirely

by staff and creation of Sunset

Books.

During those years Sunset was

very much family enterprise.

...

The boys sold magazines door-to-

...
door and worked in the San Fran-

cisco office on Saturdays. We
..

did flunky work but we got to see

what was going on says Mel.

Meet the City of Menlo Park Mayor state
testkitchensMrs.

huek Kinney Lane tested recipes at home and%.
the boys were often guinea pigs.

Saturday April 25 1998 9OO-11OOAM dont know if we did lot of

To be held in the newly remodeled City Council Chambers testing but we did lot of tast

This meeting was originally set for April 18th ing says Mel.

During World War II while

Topic The Future ofRecreation Facilities Menlo Park Bill and Mel served in the Navy
Sunset continued publishing. Even

The Menlo Park City Council recently approved though the magazines were skin-
Ph tob La Hestercontract with BSA consulting architects from San flier they held all ofSunsets

reg- Lane standing and his brother Bill reminisce about theFrancisco to undertake an ambitious study to ular features geared to the
early days of Sunset magazine as they review magazine coversevaluate analysis and make recommendations rationing of food and gas and
from decades gone by.

concerning the future of our city wide recreational promoting Victory Gardens. In

facilities. Come meet our consultant BSA and City
fact Sunset received extra paper

staff including our new Director of Community rations for its Victory Garden tenants in the citys innovative The 1950s were an exciting time
.fl 1. Book says Bill. garden office zone established as the magazine faced dual corn-Resources Ms. Suzanne Ota who wi uiscuss te

under Mayor Charles Burgess. petition from the new medium of
scope of this study.

j.aboratory for There were no electric signs no television and national magazines

Although the meeting focus will be on recreation western living
commercial retail and no manu- expanding into the new territory

residents are invited to discuss any Menlo Park topic Sunset was in the right place at

It was perfect says withregional editions modeled on

or concern.
the right time to ride the post-war Residential architect Cliff May petition says Bill.

If you are unable to join us on April 25th you may
bOOm andhelp shape new styles

designed his first commercial Sunset Books reinforced the
wish to communicate your ideas via e-mail to

0r living in the West.
building to resemble an early how-to-do-it focus of the maga

ckinney@quakeready.com telephone 650473 -03 Aethe Bill IsIel

re
Spanish ranch house. Set on seven zine by introducing inexpensive

65O324-24O2 avy J3 acres adjacent to San Francisquito paperbacks at supermarketsor ax
into the magazine and they began Creek the adobe building with hardware stores and nurseries that

Future 1998 Meetings will be held on the third sflously learning the family busi-
the patios and test kitchens was told people how to build deck

Saturday of each month ness. Soon two important things
surrounded by spacious gardens grow orchids or cook with woks.

happened. Sunset moved to Menlo
designed by Thomas Churcji. It We started series of paperbacksPark from San Francisco in 1951
became laboratory for western in the 1950s and put them with big

16 mber 19
and Bill and Mel took over com-

living and model for what the retailers that didnt normally sellay ep
pany operations from their father

magazine promoted says Bill. books says Mel. The books
.-I-uI

June 20 October j-1j 1952.
The elegant new headquarters complemented the magazine and

cio July 18 November 21 CloF The Lanes had long wanted to became popular tourist des- gave it greater visibility.

August 22 move Sunst
from San Francisco

nation as Gray Line made it In addition to the Sunset West-\L_J \.________ to the Peninsula where suburbs
on its tours and residents em Garden Book the bible for

16 The Almanac .ApnI 22. 1998



wonderfu basc at Swmet. li was

U.- perfect mix of ou business and

\\ personal intersts

... 1900 Bill proud of calling the

meeting in Sunsets Menlo Park

offices that hammered out differ-

ences between the Sierra Club

and the Save the Redwoods

League to arrive at tIe final

boundaries of Redwood National_- Park.

.L Bill Lane has been active on the

local national and international

NE SAN FIt.A.N1SO
scene. He is still an elder states

EMEGENGY EDITION man in Portola Vailey where he

worked hard ior incorporation in

_____________________________ 1964 and served on the first

The May 1906 edition of Town Council. He has been active

Sunset published just after promoting national parks and

the devastating April 18 served as ambassador-at-large to

earthquake and fire in Japan and lacer ambassador to

San Francisco.
Australia.

Mel Lane has oceri leader

anyone who plants pea west of
controlling the growth that threat-

the Rockies Sunset Books had ened to fill San Francisco Bay

183 active titles in 1990. and line the California coast with

Sunset has always been re- sprawl. He was first chairman of

source for the community. Over the pioneering Bay Conservation

the years the headquarters has and Development Commission

provided popular setting for then the California coastal Corn-

many gatherings and events. niission.

While never overtly political This past April 3. Mel Lane

Sunset under the Lane brothers received the annual award from

was strong force for conserva- the California League of Conser

tion. In 1969 an article warning vation Voters .hich said of his

readers of the dangers of using work If you lake hok around

DDT eventually led to laws ban- California yu voui be hard

ning the pesticide. We literally pressed to 11d of lcauty

blew the whistle on DDT says that Met hasri nlayei part in

Bill. We also stopped accepting preserving.

advertising for it. Sunset qiainued to grow and

When the energy crisis hit Sun- thrive a1ou cvith the West it

set began proclaiming conserva- served. By tb end of ibs Lana

tion and solar energy. During era it had loa sincr axpanded to

back-to-back drought years it pro- Haaii an lw There 5ierc

moted ways to use less water in test garclen urh. south

homes and gardens. It has always and dcsri cliiaies nd nthr
supported preservation

of Cali
regioia1 eoiti5 for tht Ouufliath

fornias scenic treasures parks states. iMrilo caripus

Lake Tahoe Yosemite and beau htid growo ren oar to nr bulid

tiful places people like to visit.
ings

While Sunset encouraged Bill 1a-c vc he numbers

drought gardening and energy
ef-

that tell the sory. etwccn 1929

ficiency in its pages the Lane
and 1990 civcutatin grew from

brothers worked personally on around 100000 to 1.4 million.

larger stage for preservation of The price went from 10 cents

resources and effective govern- copy to si .s and the size went

ment. Sunset was our platform from some 38 oages to upwards of

Bill says. Mel and both had
200.

Reflecting the spirit of th West

Continued from Page 15 readers are information-hungry

and action-oriented. They are

The East is mired in tradi-
early adapters who love to try

tion he says. The West is
thinas that make life easier.

more oriented toward whats
Tharcharacteristic 1101 SO

new. common in the East where
Editor Rosalie Muller Wright

people tend to wait to see if it

pulled roots Out of New Jersey works first she adds

to come to California in 1974

when she launched the magazine Sunset 1998
Womensport. She had two

young children both of whom Unlike many magaLifls

just bloomed in their new
Sunset continues to Linploy

home large in-house staff rather than

Ms. Wright found the Bay rely on free-lance writers. The

Area great place to settle
Sunset hcaaquartcrs in Menlo

Park is livcjv laborator of
an environment in which she

could indulge her love of indoor- testing anuierlecilng. acre are

demonstrv mu eai Oc1s wi
outdoor living gardening and

fresh foods. love to cook plants typical oi areas rangmg

outdoors even in the winter
irom Washregton to Sothhern

she sa
Cahiornia ann elaborate test

Before coming to Sunset she
kitchens in which recipes are

was assistant nianaging editor of
tested nluItiPlC limeS.

features at the San Francisco
Once popular tour-bus stop

Chronicle overseeing 12
because ol it. guiucd garden

erticinc incilidint food and
tours Sunset no longer offers


