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Schools

said Superintendent Bruce Thomp-

. son. Some longtime residents don’t
want the community to change;
they don’t like the “new wealth” in
the community and what new
homeowners do to their homes, he
said.

The overwhelming defeat in town
of a proposed road tax last Septem-
ber, he said, reflected an underlying
feeling of residents that they don’t

- want the community to change.

Woodside School has had major
changes, with enrollment doubling in
the past decade. The district’s com-
mitment to small classes of 20 stu-
dents or fewer — a top priority for
parents and teachers — creates a need
for more classrooms and facilities.

Only about 400 of the district’s

© 2,327 registered voters are school
parents, said Mr. Thompson. He

- suggested the school district reach
out to the community and bring peo-
ple together to solve some of the

* school’s infrastructure problems that
won’t go away without new build-
ings and renovation.

Rob Flint Jr., a former school
board trustee, past president of the

Woodside School Foundation and
treasurer of the Measure A cam-
paign, looks at the bond measure’s
defeat philosophically. The real
challenge was how to get informa-
tion out about the district’s need for
the bond measure, he said.

“Although there were a number
of forums, people didn’t come,” he
said. The arguments for the bond
measure didn’t register with enough
people, he added.

The cost to property owners —
$55 per $100,000 of assessed valua-
tion — is significant for some peo-
ple, he said. The bond measure was
an opportunity for people to vote
against more taxes.

Some questioned why the election
was scheduled a day before the
April 15 income tax deadline when
people are having to write checks to
pay their taxes. Woodside didn’t
have control over the date. The es-
tablished election date is the second
Tuesday of April in each even-num-
bered year, according to the election
code.

Neighbors
Ernie and Lyn Erickson, neigh-

bors of the school, objected last
month to the proposed plans that
would place the classroom wing 40
feet from their property.. Discussions
with the Ericksons, school board
members and Councilman William
McSherry were held, but apparently
weren’t satisfactory to the Erick-
sons. ;

The letter that was circulated to
friends and neighbors and signed by
the Ericksons and 22 other Wood-
side residents stated that they fully
supported . quality education for
Woodside children, but objected to
the proposed plans because of the
size and location of the buildings
and adverse impact on the school
grounds, neighbors” property and
the scenic Woodside Road corridor.
The letter urged others to vote no on
the bond issue.’

After the election, Emie and Lyn
Erickson told the Almanac: “We
earnestly hope we and other resi-
dents of the Woodside community
will be able to work together with
the school board and building com-
mittee to develop a solution that will

(Continued on Page 19)

‘ We have the erfect gifts for the
‘bride, groom, mom & dad & grads

700 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park 322-8844
Hon, Tues., Fri. 810 6 o Wed & Thurs 8 to 8 o Sal. 8 to 5:30 Sun. 8 fo 4

OF PALO ALTO

° Diamonds ° Colored Stones * Fine Watches *
o We Buy Estate Jewelry & Diamonds ¢
@ ° Custom Design Platinum & Gold ¢ Jewelry Repair © £
261 Hamilton Ave. #320 » Palo Alto » 650-322-1200

5,000 sq.ft. Filled \W;th Period Furnishings, Paintings, Prints, Rugs,
Collectibles, Out-of-Print Books, Silver, etc. ... Plus, Custom Framing
Every SAT, SUN, MON & WED ° 9-4PM o (650)328-1405 VISA/MC

Free Frames with all Paintings ¢ Bargain Prices for Public & Dealers
20% OFF with Ad ® Also BULK DISCOUNTS

1015 O’Brien Dr, Willow Rd., 3 Blks E. of 101) ||

“Hello Laser,
goodbye
- razor

The hair removal process
that has everyone talking: ,
o Soflight™ Hair Removal system
® Patented laser-based process -
erases hair quickly and gently
with lasting results
e Call today for a complimentary
consultation

brought fo you by

Robert M. Lowen, M.D.
Diplomate, Am. Brd.
of Plastic Surgery
Fellow, Am. Society for Lasers
in Medicine and Surgery

620-965-7888
300-888-7474

305 South Drive,
Mountain View

www.enhanced-you.com
Certified Softlight™ Physician

36 months

$ 795 first month payment
$2,995 down payment
%0 security deposit:

$ 0 scheduled maintenance

$3,790 due at signing

THERE’s one thing besides
a Range Rover that per-
forms extraordinarily well

over time. Qur $795%-a-
month lease. It offers free
scheduled maintenance, for
instance. And consider the

amenities that make ordinary road trips unusally lavish.
Heated front seats. Supple leather. A 300-watt, 12-speaker
audio system. But what about the Range Rover's practical
side? It boasts an immensely rugged steel chassis, a prodi-
gious permanent four-wheel drive system, and electronic
air suspension. So why not come in for a test drive? Please
do so before April 30. As they say, timing is everything,

LAND~
“ROVER

RANGE ROVER

Alwouys use your scathelts, SRS uirbugs
alonie do not provide sufficient proteetion.

*Offered
(o um| of WFmonch Services NA, Inc) payments
ndudm%deshnohon chorges. Cag cost = $53 680. }obl

tile

440 Convention Way * (650) 5694777
(Just West of the 101 FWY)

Lond Rover Redwood Ci quuohf:ed lessees in conjunction with Land Rover Fmoncrol Serwces
based on 36 month clo:

Rover 40 SE.

momhly |ease paymenb $28,637.28. Acqmshon BO. Lessee resp
cmd ||cense s, mc:nte nance, repairs, excess wear and lear, msurunoe and @ ophons p7us an excess
f 20 cents permnle for each mile over 10,000 miles per year. %rc seophon ot matu-
myeoges 673rg]e5 + oppllca e fox. 5350 terminafion fee if vehicle is no' purdu: does nol

acquire ownershlp rights unless the purchase opfion is exercised. Other conditions m% pg‘y
&s participotion may oﬁ:d cost. Musttake refail delvvery byApnl 30,1998 b|ec) o avod
ability. See land Rover Redwood City for details.

Let our climate-controlled facility PROTECT YOUR FUR
or precious fiber coat from warm-weather hazards. In
addition to storage, we also offer cleaning, glazing, and repair
services — each invaluable to the life of your investment.
And now through the end of May, receive double InCircles
points on storage and cleaning.

If your old fur could use a new look, make plans to attend
our Restyle Clinic April 30,and May 1 in the Fur}Sann
at NM Union Square. Call (415) 362-3900, ext. 2075, by

April 24 to schedule an appointment.

STANFORD CENTE
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By RENEE DEAL

¢ $ there such a'thing as a
g“westem” mindset?

Ask the top-managers:at
Sunset magazine — “The

Magazine of Western Living” —

that question and they’ll follow
up their response; “definitely,”
with'a quick list: independent-
minded, casual, willing to take"
risks; interested in'self-improve-
ment, and open to new. ideas and
ways of domg things.

Throw in a few other ele-
ments, such as home-ownership.
and above-average income, and
you’ve got a fairly credible
profile of the typical Sunset

14 « The Almanac * April 22,°1998

magazine reader, according to
readership surveys and research
done over the years:

Sunset, written specifically for
residents of. the western-most
region of the country, has
undergone several ownership
changes since: its founding 100

years ago. Those now at its helm

say the magazine’s continuing
recognition of the unique spirit
of the West has ensured its
enduring success, even as'it
changed hands in 1990 from the
local Lane family to corporate
giant Time Warner.

When that change occurred,
there was the usual hand-:
wringing —- a fear that the

Stephanie Tran of Hoover School in Palo Alto leaves
Sunset headquarters after a tour of the gardens:

Editor Rosalie Muller Wrighf; and CEO Steve Seabolt are atkthe helm of Sunset, wt

Sunset staff member Yvonne Damele shows second-graders at Hoover School in Palo Alto

an adobe oven during a recent tour of Sunset’s gardens.

magazine would become faceless
and unfocused without the
guidance of the Lanes, who
owned it since 1928.

If circulation and newsstand
statistics can be trusted to tell
the story, the fears were un-
founded. Paid circulation, at
1.425 million, is higher than
ever, and newsstand sales are up
—1997 figures are 33 percent
higher than '96, and are the
highest in 20 years — boosting
readership to an all=time high of
5 million, Sunset reports. The
figures become more impressive
when considering that the
magaziie circulates in only 13
states.

Steve Seabolt, CEO since
early 1994, says 1997 was
Sunset’s most proﬁtable year
ever. It probably won’t be for
long, however: 1998 is expected
to be significantly more pro
itable yet; he adds.

Tried and true formula
‘Sunset leaders say a key to the
magazine’s success in 1998 'is
the same as it was in 1988 —
and 1958, *48 and *38, for that
matter. That is, thecernerstones
of focus continue to be thos
established by the Lanes*
gardening, cooking, tr
home-improvement — w th

information tailored to reflect the

. c;1mate geography and spirit of

the West.

“The Lanes absolutely struck
upon a winning editorial for-
mula,” says Mr. Seabolt.

In addition to the four areas of

focus, the Lanes also “struck

upon® the idea of zoning the
magazine, with five different
editions. Zoning allows the

magazine to tailor its content to
the specific climates and points
_of interest of each zone’s area of
_coverage.

But staying with the “winning
formula” arrived at decades ago
doesn’t niean Sunset magazine is

the same in 1998 as it was in

88. In keeping up with ever-




th had its most profitable year ever in 1997,

top mana"gerbk are constan
evaluating the needs and
interests of readexs and makmg
adjustments when called for,
Ms. Wright says.

The changes Mr. Seabolt
notes, are “evolutionary . ot
revolutionary.” And evolunon
being what if is.— inevitable —
the staff tries to stay ahead in
the compentive world of
magazines by keeping an eye on
societal changes and a fingeron
the pulse of readers.

“We are always frying to
anticipate how western lives are
changing,” Mr. Seabolt says.

A thriving letters-to-the-editor

forum, surveys-and focus groups
help Sunset staff stay informed
about'what readers want to see
in the magazine; says Mary Jo
Bowling, communications
manager. “We have a really
close relationship with our
readers.’”

The effort to meet changing
needs has led to more emphasis
on more healthful, less time-
consuning recipes; articles
about low-maintenance garden-
ing and weekend getaways for
readers whose busy lives leave
little time for travel and garden-
ing; and a new editorial design"
to reflect the West of the late
1990s:

For example, the November |
1997 issue featured time-saving

and health s recipes for

edition, information on quick
getaways to enjoy hiking in
Sonoma County, horseback
riding in Los Gatos, jazz in the

‘East Bay, and low-cost lodging

in:San Francxs

The West

At the helm of today’s Sunset
are true believers in the spirit of
the West — both transplanted

“converts.”

CEO Seabolt was raised in
Chicago, lived for two “diffi-
cult” years in suburban New
York, and headed West for
graduate school in Arizona.
From there, the westward
migration continued: Southern

~California, then the Bay Area.

He observes that the western
way of thinking, of living, is not

‘exclusive to the nauve»born

Fellow “converts” are “people
— like myself — who left
family and friends to seck a
better life,” Mr. Seabolt says.
They are people who “looked
longingly to the West” for
change and, perhaps, adventure.

(Continuéd on Page 17)

The magazme, now pubhshed by Woodhead ,

k Fleld and Co

tressed the cultu ¢







" INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF THE PENINSULA §

Meet the City of Menlo Park Mayor,
Chuck Kinney

Saturday, April 25, 1998 9:00-11:00AM
To be held in the newly remodeled City Council Chambers
(This meeting was originally set for April 18th)

Topic: “The Future of Recreation Facilities in Menlo Park”

The Menlo Park City Council recently approved a
contract with BSA, consulting architects from San
Francisco, to undertake an ambitious study to
evaluate, analysis and make recommendations
concerning the future of our city wide recreational
facilities. Come meet our consultant, BSA, and City
staff, including our new Director of Community
Resources, Ms. Suzanne Ota who will discuss the
scope of this study.

Although, the meeting focus will be on recreation,
residents are invited to discuss any Menlo Park topic
or concern.

If you are unable to join us on April 25th, you may
wish to communicate your ideas via e-mail to
ckinney@quakeready.com, telephone (650)473-0321
or fax (650)324-2402.

Future 1998 Meetings will be held on the third
Saturday of each month:

May 16 September 19
June 20 October 17
Ty oF July 18 November 21
MERLO)  August 22 |
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Sunset:

(Continued from previous page)

building, gardening, travel and
cooking. It was written for people
in the West, not just about them,
so it didn’t even sell subscrip-
tions in the East.

The magazine continued to fea-
ture women’s interests; Bill notes
that his father brought in two
women from Better Homes and
Gardens, Lou Richardson and
Genevieve Callahan, as co-edi-
tors. But Sunset wasn’t just for
women, he emphasizes. “It was
for men and women and families,
primarily for families who owned
their own homes.”

Less than a year after the first
Lane issue, the country — and
Sunset with it — was hit by the
Great Depression. It was a diffi-
cult time, but Sunset weathered it,
and managed to increase circula-
tion. “The first profit was in 1938,
Bill says, and the debt was finally
eliminated in 1952.

He credits five policies for Sun-
set’s success: Different editions
for central, southwest and north-
west regions to focus on differing
western climates; selling sub-
scriptions through charge accounts
with leading department stores;
selective advertising that excluded
tobacco and liquor, and later some
toxic pesticides; writing entirely
by staff; and creation of Sunset
Books.

During those years, Sunset was
very much a family enterprise.
The boys sold magazines door-to-
door and worked in the San Fran-
cisco office on Saturdays. “We
did flunky work, but we got to see
what was going on,” says Mel.

Before the days of Sunset’s
state-of-the-art test kitchens, Mrs.
Lane tested recipes at home, and
the boys were often guinea pigs.
“I don’t know if we did a lot of
testing, but we did a lot of tast-
ing,” says Mel.

During World War II, while
Bill and Mel served in the Navy,
Sunset continued publishing. Even
though the magazines were skin-
nier, they held all of Sunset’s reg-
ular features, geared to the
rationing of food and gas, and
promoting “Victory Gardens.” In
fact Sunset received extra paper
rations for its “Victory Garden
Book,” says Bill.

‘Laboratory for
western living’

Sunset was in the right place at
the right time to ride the post-war
boom and help shape new styles
for living in the West,

After the war, Bill and Mel re-
turned from the Navy and plunged
into the magazine, and they began
seriously learning the family busi-
ness. Soon two important things
happened: Sunset moved to Menlo
Park from San Francisco in 1951;
and Bill and Mel took over com-
pany operations from their father
in 1952.

The Lanes had long wanted to
move Sunset from San Francisco
to the Peninsula, where suburbs

were exploding:— as they were
all over California — with the
flood of new immigrants wanting
to enjoy the ternpting western life
promoted by the magazine.

After looking at several loca-
tions in the Bay Area — “Hills-
borough wouldn’t have us,” says
Mel — they settled on Menlo
Park. Sunset was one of the first

2 years

brought friends and out-of-town
visitors to peer into the kitchens
and stroll through the gardens.
There was a time when 75,000
people a year took the Sunset tour.

Although the Lane brothers of-
ten changed roles, Bill concen-
trated primarily on the magazine,
while Mel took care of Sunset
Books plus managing operations.

Reeigter
%%—:% ’%\%» A2 :%
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Photo by Laura Hester

Mel Lane, standing, and his brother, Bill, reminisce about the

early days of Sunset magazine as they review magazine covers

from decades gone by.

tenants in the city’s innovative
garden office zone; established
under Mayor Charles Burgess.
“There were no electric signs, no

commercial retail and no manu-

facturing. It was perfect,” says
Mel.

Residential architect Cliff May ,

designed his first commercial
building to resemble an early
Spanish ranch house. Set on seven

acres adjacent to San Francisquito

Creek, the adobe building with
the patios and test kitchens was
surrounded by spacious gardens
designed by Thomas Church. “It

became a laboratory for western
living and a model for what the

magazine promoted,” says Bill.
The elegant new headquarters

also became a popular tourist des-
tination as Gray Line made it a

stop on its tours; and reskidents

The 1950s were an exciting time,

- as the magazine faced dual com-

petition from the new medium of
television and national magazines
expanding into the new territory
with regional editions modeled on
Sunset. “We reveled in the com-
petition,” says Bill.

Sunset Books' reinforced the
how-to-do-it focus of the maga-
zine by introducing inexpensive
paperbacks . at. supermarkets,
hardware stores and nurseries that
told people how to build a deck,

. grow orchids, or cook with woks.

“We started a series of paperbacks
in the 1950s and put them with big
retailers that didn’t normally sell
books,” says Mel. “The books
complemented the magazine and

. gave it greater visibility.”

In addition to the “Sunset West-
ern Garden Book’ —- the bible for




~The May 1906 edition of

_ Sunset, published just after
_ the deVast'atmg'Ap'nl 18
~_earthquake and fire in

_ San Francisco.

anyone who plants apea west of

the Rockies — Sunset Books had

183 active titles in 1990.
Sunset has always been a re-

source for the community. Over

_ the years the headquarters has
: provxded a popular settmg for

. tion. In 1969 n le warnmg

readers of the dangers of using
DDT eventually led to laws ban-
“ning the pesticide. “We literally
~ blew the whistle on DDT,” says

Bill, “We also stopped accepting

advertxsmg for it”

When the energy crisis hit, Sun~ ,

set began proclaiming conserva-

_tion and solar energy. Durmg

back-to—back drought years, it pro—
d 1

" supported preservatmn of Cah-' |

 fornia’s scenic treasures — parks

unset encouraged o

_ ardening and energy ef-

ment. “Sunset was our pla

Bill says: “Mel and I both had a

(Continued from Page 15):
- “The East is mired in tradi-
tion,” he says. “The West is
‘ mote oriented toward what’s
new.”

Editor Rosalie Muller Wright
pulled roots out of New Jersey
to come to California in 1974,
when she launched the magazine

- “Womensport.” She had two
young children; both of whom
“just bloomed” in their new

could indulge he
_ outdoor living, gar
fresh foods. “I love to cook
~_outdoors, even in the winter,”
she says.
Before coming to Sunset, she '

was assistant nianaging editor of

features at the San Francisco
Chronicle, overseeing 12
cections: inclidine food and

perfect mix of o
personal interests

meetmg‘ in Sunset’s
offices that hammered out differ-
ences between the Sierra Club

‘and the Save the Redwoods

League to arrive at the final

boundanes of Redwood Nancnal B
, Park -
. Bill Lane has been activeonthe

Jocal, national and international
scene. He is still An elder states-

Town Council. He
promoting nati
served as ambas;
Japan, and later
Australia. .
Mel Lane has

and Development Commiss
then the California Coastal C

vation Voters, wmch said o
»work “If you take a look aro

;preservmg

Sunset contin

thrive along w
served. By the

era. it had long s

Hawaii and AI‘\

regional edition

states. The Menl‘
-had grown from

ings. ‘
Bill Lane® oave the num

that tell the story. Between

and 1990, circulation grew

“early adapters
things that mak
That characteris

people tend to
works first,” sh

Sunset, 1998

Unlike many magazines,
Sunset continues to employ a

- large in-house staff rather tha

rely on free-lance writers. The
Sunset headquarters in Men

Park is a lively laboratory of

. testing and perfecting. There ar
_ demonstration gardens with
plants typical of areas rangi

from Washington to Southe
California, and elabo te test
kitchens in which
tested multiple |

“Once a popuia
because of its
tours, Sunset n




